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Goal of the SoCal Greenprint

2

To protect, restore, and enhance

natural lands, public greenspace, working lands,

and water resources

and the benefits they provide to 

people and nature throughout the SCAG region



Key Users of the Greenprint

3

Infrastructure Agencies Conservation Practitioners Community-Based
Organizations

Developers Planners
(Town, City, County, Tribal)



• Agriculture
• Conservation, biodiversity, and habitat
• Community and equity
• Infrastructure and the built environment
• Risks and resilience
• Water

** Climate Change, urban greening, and equity are cross-cutting 
and represented across all themes

Themes approved at the joint advisors meeting
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Agriculture Theme Data
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Data Source Description and layers used

Farmland Mapping and Monitoring 
Program 2016

California Department of Conservation
Agricultural land, prime farmland, farmland of statewide importance, unique farmland, farmland of local importance, 
grazing land, historical farmland

Soil Agricultural Groundwater Banking 
Index (SAGBI)

California Soil Resource Lab at UC Davis and 
UC-ANR

Groundwater recharge for agricultural land: The Soil Agricultural Groundwater Banking Index (SAGBI) is a suitability index 
for groundwater recharge on agricultural land. The SAGBI is based on five major factors that are critical to successful 
agricultural groundwater banking: deep percolation, root zone residence time, topography, chemical limitations, and soil 
surface condition.

Crop production USDA
Agricultural production in dollars by CWHR13 Agriculture types. 
CWHR13 Agriculture types are linked to each crop in the Agriculture commissioner crop report. The production value per 
harvested acre in each county is obtained for every crop and averaged within county and agriculture type. 

Projected Change in Climate Water DeficitUSGS-BCM (Flint and Flint)
Additional irrigation needed to offset climate change: Used to calculate additional water (mm) for irrigation. Climatic water
deficit (CWD) quantifies evaporative demand exceeding available soil moisture, where S = soil moisture, AET = actual 
evapotranspiration, D =climatic water deficit.

CA Storie Index USDA - Soil Survey Geographic Database

Prime agricultural land (Storie index rating 80-100)Preserving prime agricultural lands and open space is a key statutory 
mandate of California's Local Agency Formation Commissions (Cortese-Knox Hertzberg Act 2000, Gov. Code §56301). The 
Storie Index is a soil rating based on soil characteristics that govern the land's potential utilization and agricultural capacity. 
Lands with an index score of 80-100 or Grade 1 are statutorily defined as prime agricultural land. This land valuation is 
independent of other physical or economic factors that might determine the desirability of growing certain plants in a given 
location. The characteristics evaluated include suitable soil profiles, surface texture, slope, and dynamic properties. 

Irrigation Capability Class USDA - Soil Survey Geographic Database

Prime Agricultural Land (Irrigated Capability Class 1-2): Preserving prime agricultural lands and open space is a key statutory 
mandate of California's Local Agency Formation Commissions (Cortese-Knox Hertzberg Act 2000, Gov. Code §56301). 
Irrigation capability is a soil characteristic that classifies potential agricultural lands by the suitability of soils for most kinds 
of field crops. The soils are grouped according to their limitations for field crops, the risk of damage if they are used for
crops, and the way they respond to management. Class I and II lands are statutorily defined as prime agricultural land.

Agritourism locations UC Cooperative Extension Farms, orchards, apiaries, creameries, wineries in the SCAG region

Williamson Act properties county by county data

Farmland Under Threat American Farmland Trust
Farms Under Threat is American Farmland Trust’s multi-year effort to document the extent, diversity, location, and quality 
of agricultural land in the continental U.S.—as well as the threats to this land from expanding commercial, industrial, and 
residential development.

Urban Agriculture and community 
gardens

County by county data urban agricultural sites in LA County

Policies protecting farmland

For example, Ventura County SOAR (Save Our Agricultural Areas) Ordinance ensures that until December 31, 2050, property 
designated Agricultural, Open Space and Rural land use designations may not be changed to a more intense, urban 
designation except by vote of the people
(put in CONSERVATION and AGRICULTURE)



Rapid Assessments are an early case-study exercise 
to help us better design the Greenprint to meet 
the needs of our targeted user groups and on-the-
ground practitioners.

They are conducted early in the 
development/design process to gather concrete 
feedback from key users on:

1) The information proposed to be in the 
Greenprint for a real-world use-case, and

2) How that information is analyzed and 
communicated.

Rapid Assessments
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DRAFT, NOT TO BE SHAREDDRAFT, NOT TO BE SHARED

Acres 
within 
project area

% of 
project 
area

% of 
Surrounding 
Area’s 
Resource 
(half-mile)

% of 
County’s 
Resource

Total acres in 
county

Total acres in SCAG 
Region

Prime Farmland 707 9% 1% 1% 17,485 384,992

Statewide Importance 722 9% 2% 2% 43,757 380,971

Unique Farmland 1,024 13% 2% 3% 32,566 70,200

Local Importance 298 4% 4% 0% 226,030 284,149

Grazing Land 0 0% 0% 0% 110,202 1,482,846

Prime Ag Land (Storie Index Rating 80-100) 1,272 16% 10% 1% 120,946 408,759

Prime Ag Land (Irrigated Capability Class 1-2) 4,816 59% 48% 1% 358,166 1,543,895

Amount of Agriculture in Project Area

• Crops in this area are worth as much as $10 
million

• Crops in the surrounding area are worth as much 
as $5 million

DRAFT, NOT TO BE SHARED
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DRAFT, NOT TO BE SHAREDDRAFT, NOT TO BE SHARED

Acres within 
project area

Acres in half-
mile buffer

% of project 
area

% of half-mile 
buffer

% of county's 
resource

Avocados 26.37 12.95 <1% <1% <1%

Citrus 1,063.05 125.43 13% 2% 7%

Flowers, Nursery and Christmas Tree Farms 581.92 28.91 7% <1% 34%

Greenhouse 5.89 0 <1% <1% 1%

Idle 76.25 0.06 <1% <1% <1%

Miscellaneous Truck Crops 7.03 0 <1% <1% <1%

Mixed Pasture 7.49 0 <1% <1% <1%

Young Perennials 12.81 0 <1% <1% <1%

Crop Types



DRAFT, NOT TO BE SHAREDDRAFT, NOT TO BE SHAREDProtected & Threatened: Prime Farmland

PRIME FARMLAND

SCAG Region

• 97% (374,437 acres) of the SCAG region’s prime farmland is unprotected.

• Since 1984, 33% (191,216 acres) of prime farmland in the SCAG region has been lost.

County

• 95% (111,969 acres) of Riverside County’s prime farmland is unprotected.

• Since 1984, 42% (84,435 acres) of prime farmland in Riverside County has been lost.

3% Protected

97% 
Unprotected

Prime Farmland Protected in 
the SCAG Region
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Key Resource: Prime farmland: Farmland with the best combined physical and chemical features 
(soil quality, growing season, and moisture supply) to sustain long-term agricultural production.
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Riverside County
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DRAFT, NOT TO BE SHAREDDRAFT, NOT TO BE SHAREDClimate Change

Equity

Urban Greening

Actions

• Protecting agricultural lands preserves important scenic corridors.

• Protecting agricultural lands can provide important habitat and connectivity 

corridors for wildlife.

• In urban areas, urban food forests and vertical farming are opportunities to 

provide local food to communities.

• The project area has 2,550 acres of land identified as good or excellent 

potential for groundwater banking on agricultural land. Agricultural lands with 

good/excellent groundwater banking potential can help replenish aquifers.

• If this project area is developed, including urban greenery can mitigate 

the change in ecosystem services.

• Creating urban food gardens can serve as an important community space and 

provide opportunities to access healthy foods.

• 38% (145,054 acres) of the SCAG region’s prime farmland is in disadvantaged 

communities.

• 15% (18,067 acres) of Riverside County’s prime farmland is in disadvantaged 

communities.

• There are 9 supermarkets within your project area and 15 within a half mile 

of your project area.

• Within and surrounding your project area, 484 acre-feet of additional 

irrigation will be needed to offset rising temperatures due to climate 

change. This is the equivalent of average annual water use for 1,440 

households.

• Well-managed grazing can be an important tool in managing rangelands, 

reducing GHGs, and reducing wildfire risk.

• Requiring sustainable agricultural practices can aid in carbon sequestration.

The project area is 1 mile away from an 
agritourism site.



• Do members of this group have up to date Williamson Act property maps?

• Is there specific feedback on metrics or data?

• Are there other datasets that people would like to highlight or are missing?

Contact Information:

e.h.hiroyasu@tnc.org

Questions

mailto:e.h.hiroyasu@tnc.org


2020-2021 Sustainable 
Communities Program

Smart Cities & Mobility Innovations 
Call for Applications

Marisa Laderach
Senior Regional Planner, Mobility Planning and Management

February 25, 2021



▪ Supports implementation of the 2020 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable 
Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS), Connect SoCal

▪ SCP provides multiple opportunities to seek funding and resources to meet the 
needs of communities, address recovery and resiliency 
strategies considering COVID-19, and support regional goals

• Active Transportation & Safety (AT&S)

• Housing & Sustainable Development (HSD)

• Smart Cities & Mobility Innovations (SCMI)

▪ Successful applicants receive technical assistance from SCAG.

2020-2021 Sustainable Communities Program (SCP)

2



▪ Provide needed planning resources to local jurisdictions for active transportation and 
multimodal planning efforts, sustainability, land use, and planning for 
affordable housing;

▪ Promote, address and ensure health and equity in regional land use and 
transportation planning and to close the gap of racial injustice;

▪ Encourage regional planning strategies to reduce motorized Vehicle Miles Traveled 
(VMT) and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, particularly in environmental justice 
communities where there is the highest need for air quality improvements;

▪ Develop local plans that support the implementation of key strategies and goals
outlined in Connect SoCal’s Sustainable Communities Strategy;

2020-2021 Sustainable Communities Program (SCP): 
Program-Wide Goals

3



▪ Develop resources that support the Key Connections as outlined in Connect SoCal, 
including:

▪ Shared Mobility and Mobility as a Service

▪ Smart Cities and Job Centers

▪ Accelerated Electrification

▪ Go Zones

▪ Housing Supportive Infrastructure;

▪ Support a resilient region that looks to climate adaptation and public health 
preparedness as key strategies;

▪ Increase the region’s competitiveness for federal and state funds.

2020-2021 Sustainable Communities Program (SCP): 
Program-Wide Goals (continued)
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• The Smart Cities & Mobility Innovations 
Call seeks to explore implementation of 
three Connect SoCal Key Connections:

• Smart Cities & Job Centers

• Go Zones

• Shared Mobility & Mobility as a Service

• The funding will be directed towards 
local jurisdictions that seek to use 
technology and innovation by 
implementing curb space management 
measures.

2020-2021 SCP: Smart Cities & Mobility Innovations



• Cities have been struggling with issues related to on-and off-street parking, congestion, 
first-last mile connections, etc. Data and the reliable assessment of curb use have 
become essential to finding solutions to these growing issues in the region.

• SCP Call for Projects seeks to develop best practices in curb space management that 
support sustainable mobility while simultaneously enhancing public space and 
supporting small businesses and the local economy.

• SCP Call for Projects considers emerging equity considerations such as the relationships 
between the use of transit and transportation network companies (as evidenced by 
curb space activity within disadvantaged communities), enhancements for transit and 
bike networks at the curb, and the potential for optimizing curb space management 
through asset valuation.

2020-2021 SCP: Smart Cities & Mobility Innovations
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Curb Space Data Collection 
& Inventory

Permitting Process EvaluationParking Management Plan

Technology Assessment or 
Adoption Plan

Project Type 

and Eligible 

Projects



The following entities, within the SCAG region, are eligible to apply for SCP-SCMI 
resources:

• Local or Regional Agency – Examples include cities, counties, councils of government, 
Regional Transportation Planning Agency and County Public Health Departments.

• Transit Agencies – Any agency responsible for public transportation that is eligible for 
funds under the Federal Transit Administration.

• Natural Resources or Public Land Agencies – Federal, State, or local agency responsible 
for natural resources of public land administration.

• Tribal Governments – Federally-recognized Native American Tribes.

Eligible Applicants
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Schedule

9

SCP-Smart Cities and Mobility Innovations Milestones Date

Call for Applications Opens February 8, 2021

Application Workshop
March 8, 2021
April 5, 2021

Call for Applications Submission Deadline April 23, 2021 (5:00 p.m.)

Regional Council Recommendation July 1, 2021

Final Work and Invoices Submitted June 30, 2023



Questions?

Marisa Laderach

laderach@scag.ca.gov

(213) 236-1927

mailto:laderach@scag.ca.gov


Southern California Association of Governments

Regional Data Platform

Supporting Regional Data Sharing, Planning & Collaboration



The region faces big challenges

Climate Change

Housing

Population growth

Transportation

Economic growth

Equity



SCAG recognizes that these challenges 
must be addressed collectively, 
with local plans for the future

united under a common vision



Connect SoCal is the big picture vision for a 
sustainable Southern California



Local Jurisdiction General Plans 
are the individual puzzle pieces that bring 

Connect SoCal into focus



Local Jurisdictions

• Must complete and update a General Plan for 
their communities, but many struggle to do so 
with available resources and in-house tools

• Need data, tools, resources, and best practices to 
update their General Plans 

Planning Challenges



SCAG

• Needs reliable local data for accurate regional 
forecasting and planning

• Need local General Plans to align with and realize 
the vision of Connect SoCal

Planning Challenges



A Platform for a Smarter Region 
The SCAG Regional Data Platform

• A robust system of systems for regional data 
sharing and collaboration

• Facilitates better planning at all levels

• Provides a platform to support a variety of SCAG 
initiative and programs



The Regional Data Platform seeks to support regionally aware local planning and 
locally informed regional planning by

• Providing modern planning tools and best practices to member agencies to assist 
with General Plan Updates

• Streamlining the process of collecting and integrating data from member agencies so 
SCAG can do better regional planning

Regional Data Platform Goals



Discover, access, request assistance, 
engage (regionally)

Analyze, design, plan, publish

Learn, engage (locally)

SCAG
Planning Tools

Engagement Tools

External Data Sources 
(e.g. CPAD, FEMA)

Public, Partners, 
Stakeholders

Data Integration

Local Input Web

Member 
Agencies

Contribute, review, 
update, manage dataLEGEND

Geospatial Infrastructure

Planning & Engagement Tools

Data Orchestration

External Systems

Developers & Other Data 
Stakeholders

Data Workflows

Data Tools

Regional Data Platform
Solution Overview

Regional Information Hub

Connection to Other SCAG Initiatives

SCAG
Geospatial 

Infrastructure



Regional Data Platform

General Plan

Updates Go HumanConnect SoCal
Other

SCAG Initiatives

Long Term Vision: A Platform and Portal for Collaboration Across Initiatives  

Member Agencies Partners & Stakeholders Developers & Other Data Stakeholders The Public

SoCal 

Greenprint



Regional Data Platform Pilot Project Schedule

2020

Pilot System Launch

PROJECT
COMPLETION

2021 2022

Tool Development

Initiation

Requirements Validation

System Trainings

Long Range Planning Tool Development

• Project Kickoff

• Close collaboration with SCAG staff

• Initial prototyping

• Foundational  development

• Collaborative design & testing with 9 member agencies

• Training for pilot member agencies

• Interviews with 10 member agencies

Local Jurisdiction Outreach (Sept – Dec 2020)



Questions?



SCAG's Equity Efforts



•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

SCAG’s Commitment to Racial & Social Justice

https://scag.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/rc070220agn01_0.pdf?1605040023
http://scag.ca.gov/committees/Pages/CommitteeL2/Granicus.aspx?CID=53


•

•

Update on Defining Equity 



Equity Framework & Early Action Plan (EAP)

Listen & Learn: 
Develop a 

Shared 
Understanding

Engage & Co-
Power: Everyone 

feels included

Integrate & 
Institutionalize: 

Internal & 
external 

systems change 
to improve 

racial equity

Shift the 
Organizational 

Culture

Center Racial 
Equity in 

Regional Policy 
& Planning

Encourage 
Racial Equity in 
Local Planning 

Practices

Activate & 
Amplify: 

Communicating 
more broadly 

and partnering 
to amplify 

impact

•

•



•
•
•

•

•

SoCal Greenprint

INTEGRATE & 
INSTITUTION-
ALIZE

Center 
Racial Equity 
in Regional 
Policy & 
Planning

•

•



•

•

•

•

•

Sustainable Communities Program 

INTEGRATE
&
INSTITUTION-
ALIZE

ENGAGE
&
CO-
POWER

•

•

•



Survey

• Internal & 
External 
Feedback

February / 
March

• Regional 
Council 
considers 
EAP

May

http://surveymonkey.com/r/earlyactionplan


SCAG Climate Adaptation Framework



Climate Change Impacts in the SCAG Region

 
Extreme Heat 

 

Sea Level Rise/Coastal 
Flooding and Erosion 

 
Severe Storms/Wind 

 
Inland Flooding 

 
Drought 

 
Wildfire 

 

Air Quality and Vector Borne 
Diseases 

 
Landslides 

 
Pests and Ecological Hazards 

 
 

 



•

•

•

FEMA National Risk Index



Widespread Impacts



Largest Ten Wildfire Burn Areas: 2001-2010 vs. 2011-2020



Population Growth in CalFire Wildfire Hazard Areas

•

•



Southern California Climate Vulnerabilities - Drought



▪

▪

▪

Project Background

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪



Stakeholder Outreach

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

Local Jurisdiction 
Practitioners

Broader Group of 
Stakeholders

Elected Officials

▪

▪

▪



Climate Talks Public Outreach

•
•



Climate Resolve Keep LA Cool Day @   
Hansen Dam, 0 9 / 0 7 / 1 9

Redondo Beach Pier Summer

Concert Series, 0 8 / 2 4 / 1 9

Taste of Baldwin Park, 0 8 / 2 9 / 1 9

Open Arts & Music Festival, 09/15/19 Urban Hive Market Long Beach, 0 9/28/19

Climate Talks Events



Outreach Findings Highlights

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

Local Jurisdiction 
Practitioners

Broader Group of 
Stakeholders

Elected Officials

▪

▪



Communication Strategies Toolkit



SoCal Adaptation Planning Guide 

•

•



Model Policies for Local Coastal Programs & General Plans

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•



•
•

•

•

Adaptation Strategies and Actions



•
•

Project Checklists



Project Checklists



Project Checklists



Decision Tree Tool



Project Tracking Tool



Project Website 

https://scag.ca.gov/climate-change-regional-adaptation-framework


Key State Bills – Safety & Climate



NEW RESOURCE: Housing Element Parcel Tool (HELPR)

http://maps.scag.ca.gov/helpr


•

•

•

•

•

How to explore parcel data using HELPR



Selected Parcel Attributes in HELPR

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Selected Environmentally Sensitive Areas

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


•

•

•
•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Climate Change Action Resolution – adopted January 7, 2020



Thank You!

Questions?



SCAG Agricultural Conservation Priorities



•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Estimated Crop Value in the SCAG region



Farmland Loss by County in Acres: 1984-2016



•

•

•

•

Agriculture in Connect SoCal



•
•
•

•
•

•

Importance of Agriculture Conservation

•
•
•
•
•

•



SCAG Agricultural Conservation Priorities



•

•

•

•

•

•

Agricultural Conservation Initiatives in California



•
•

•

•

•

Resilient California Report by California Climate & Agriculture 
Network – December 2020



SCAG Agricultural Conservation Priorities



•

•

•

•

SCAG Agricultural Conservation Priorities



Questions

Thank you!



•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

Upcoming Funding Opportunities

mailto:CFCP@conservation.ca.gov
mailto:CFCP@conservation.ca.gov
https://bit.ly/3bHOEMa


San Bernardino Valley 
SALC Planning Program

LAFCO FOR SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY AND INLAND EMPIRE RCD



Sustainable Agricultural Lands 
Conservation Program at a Glance

1. SALC is a two part program addressing agricultural preservation in 
California through both planning and acquisition grants

2. Funded through California Climate Investments (CCI)

3. Desired Outcomes of SALC Program:

• Promote smart growth by protecting critical agricultural lands

• Support a healthy and resilient agricultural community

• Avoid future GHG emissions through protection of agricultural 
lands



San Bernardino Valley SALC Program

1. Focus Area: San Bernardino Valley 
Agricultural Lands.

2. Partners: cities, SB County, SCAG, 
Farm Bureau, UCANR, land 
conservancies, non-profit ag groups, 
and other regional partners to 
address ag land priorities and 
opportunities

3. Timeline: 2-year planning process 
led by LAFCO and IERCD with 
partner support



San Bernardino Program Goals and 
Projected Outcomes

1. Mapping and Identification of priority 
conservation/development lands to identify a 
connected corridor of ag land in the SB Valley

2. Analysis of agricultural policies for local cities 
and county jurisdictions to determine if 
policies include mitigation requirements or 
otherwise address agricultural preservation

3. Perform feasibility study and develop 
agricultural easement/mitigation program

4. Inform, educate, and gain interest among 
municipal organizations and agricultural 
organizations around agricultural conservation. 



Contact

Susie Kirschner, Programs Manager

Inland Empire Resource Conservation District

skirschner@iercd.org

(909) 307-4934

** DOC recently announced draft guidelines for round 7 of the SALC Program, tentative Sept 2021 application due date

mailto:skirschner@iercd.org


Sexton Canyon Ranch
Susta inable Agr icu l tura l  Lands Conservat ion Program 

SCAG Natural  and Working Lands Group

F e b r u a r y  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1





Partners

C R T:  4  C l o s e d  S A L C  P r o j e c t s ,  a n d  6  F u n d e d  S A L C  P r o j e c t s

To t a l  C l o s e d  P r o j e c t s :  8 9 ;  A c r e s  C o n s e r v e d :  3 4 2 , 9 3 9 .

T P L :  1  C l o s e d  S A L C  P r o j e c t ,  1  F u n d e d  S A L C  P r o j e c t  

To t a l  C l o s e d  P r o j e c t s :  7 2 3 ;  A c r e s  C o n s e r v e d :  4 7 6 , 0 0 7 .



Ventura County Agriculture

• Agriculture represents $2.1B of the 
Ventura County Economy

• Defining characteristic with urban Los 
Angeles County less than an hour away

• Rangeland preserves the hillsides that 
ring City of Ventura



Ventura County Agriculture

• Strong role in high diversity 
of habitat types – coastal to 
interior valleys

• Tied to Ventura County 
conservation efforts

• SOAR
• Land Trusts
• Wildlife Corridors
• Climate Change
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Sexton Canyon Ranch



By the numbers…
1 proposed Ag easement
752.24 acres
3 Proposed Worker Housing Building Envelopes
1 Office Area, 1 Petting Zoo Area, 1 Proposed Reservoir, 1 
Firewood Area. 
Regular Offers to purchase portions of the ranch for Ranchette
Subdivisions 
Crops: Avocados, cattle, small amounts of various vegetables
Shares border with city SOI; 100% within 2 miles of SOI
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QUESTIONS + COMMENTS?



Thank You!!!
Paolo Perrone, Project Manager
Paolo.perron@tpl.org



Executive Order N-82-20


